
Mute Swan

Shelduck

Mallard

Little Grebe

Great Cr Grebe

Fulmar

Cormorant

Shag

Little Egret

Grey Heron

Hen Harrier

Sparrowhawk

Buzzard

Kestrel

Merlin

Peregrine

Red Grouse

Red-leg Partridge

Pheasant

Water Rail

Moorhen

Coot

Oystercatcher

Ringed Plover

Golden Plover

Lapwing

Snipe

Woodcock

Curlew

Common Sandpiper

Herring Gull

Great B-b Gull

Kittiwake

Guillemot

Razorbill

Black Guillemot

Feral/Rock Dove

Stock Dove

Woodpigeon

Collared Dove

Cuckoo

Barn Owl

Long-eared Owl

Nightjar

Swift

Kingfisher

Skylark

Sand Martin

Swallow

House Martin

Meadow Pipit

Rock Pipit

Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail

Dipper

Wren

Dunnock

Robin

Stonechat

Wheatear

Ring Ouzel

Blackbird

Song Thrush

Mistle Thrush

Grasshopper Wblr

Sedge Warbler

Reed Warbler

Whitethroat

Blackcap

Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler

Goldcrest

Spotted Flycatcher

Long-tailed Tit

Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit

Treecreeper

Jay

Magpie

Chough

Jackdaw

Rook

Hooded Crow

Raven

Starling

House Sparrow

Tree Sparrow

Chaffinch

Greenfinch

Goldfinch

Siskin

Linnet

Lesser Redpoll

Crossbill

Bullfinch

Yellowhammer

Reed Bunting

CATEGORIES OF BREEDING
M - suspected on Migration

Possible  U - suspected sUmmering non-breeder
breeding: H - seen/heard in suitable Habitat.

S - Singing male(s) in suitable habitat, 1 date
P - Pair(s) in suitable nesting habitat
T - Territory presumed (e.g. singing same place a week apart)

Probable D - Display & courtship nr nesting habitat
breeding: N - visiting probable Nest site

A - Anxiety call/agitated behaviour
I - brood patch suggesting Incubation
B - Building nest or excavating nest hole
DD - Distraction Display or feigning injury

Confirmed UN - Used nest or eggshells (same year)
breeding: FL - recently FLedged young or mobile downy young

ON - Occupied Nest visited or incubated
FF - adult carrying Food or Faecal sac
NE - Nest with Eggs
NY - Nest with Young

YEAR:

DATE:

MAIN COUNT

EXTRA TIME

1 OR 2 HR:

10 KM SQUARE

& TETRAD LETTER:

LOCALITY:

OBSERVER:

ADDRESS:

COMMENTS

count extra timestatus

Please insert the breeding status code
in the first column, the number of
breeders seen in the second column

and add species status for any species
seen after the timed visit in the third

column.

Waterford Breeding Bird Atlas 2006-2011
Timed Tetrad Visit Form - Breeding

N

N

N

N

N

count nests

PLEASE TICK

WEATHER

CONDITIONS

AT TIME

OF COUNT

good
average

poor
details

Return completed cards to: Paul Walsh, 16 Castlepoint, Crosshaven, Co. Cork. info@waterfordbirds.com & www.waterfordbirds.com

START END TIME



WATERFORD BREEDING BIRD ATLAS 2006-2011
(and British & Irish Breeding Atlas 2008-2011)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TIMED TETRAD VISITS.

Period for breeding season coverage:
1st April to 31st July [but casual records with  probable or
proven breeding acceptable for other months e.g. for early
nesters like Raven].

Two 1-hr counts or one 2-hr count?:
Preferably: a 1-hr count early in season (April or May) fol-
lowed by a further 1-hr count later in season (June or
July). Also acceptable: a single 2-hr count (after 15th
May), especially for remote tetrads (late date ensures
migrants have arrived).

Categories of breeding (species status):
See main part of card for details - all species

Count (selected species): 
Individual birds (adults only) seen or heard using tetrad,
during timed fieldwork.

Nest count (selected species): 
Count or estimate the number of apparently 
occupied nests during your tetrad-visit for Grey Heron,
Little Egret, Sand Martin and Rook only (but stop the
clock when you begin counting colony, and restart clock
once nest-count is completed).

Note that nest-counts of coastal seabirds are not required,
as they will be counted by a separate survey. Waterford has
no known inland-nesting seabirds, but if any are encoun-
tered add a nest-count in the COMMENT box. Give grid-
reference for colonies/rookeries/rare breeders.

Definition of species “using” a tetrad: 
This means any species making use of the tetrad for any
purpose other than simply flying over. For example, gulls
flying over are not considered to be using it, but Swallows
taking insects in the air and Kestrels hovering are. 

Note on defining a “Territory”: 
Use code “T” if you note, for example, a singing male in
the same place on more than one visit separated by a least
a week; two or more singing birds audible at the same
time; or two males indulging in territorial squabbling. 

Time of day (tetrad counts):  
Ideally start time should be before midday (1200 BST) but
no earlier than 1 hour after dawn.

Afternoons/evening are also acceptable for 1-hr tetrad
counts, but the other 1-hr visit for same tetrad should start
before 10 a.m.

But please attempt dusk & nocturnal supplementary visits
in as many tetrads as possible in each 10-km square.

Weather (tetrad counts):  
Avoid winds stronger than Beaufort force 4, or continuous
or heavy drizzle or rain.

Waterford 
Breeding Bird Atlas 2006-2011

Timed Tetrad Visit Form - Breeding
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THE 10 KM SQUARES OF COUNTY WATERFORD.
Please fill in the 10 km square 

and the tetrad letter when filling up the atlas card

Other species seen (butterflies, mammals, dragonflies etc)

E J P U Z

D I N T Y
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If the 10 km
square is
S60 then this
tetrad is S60Z

2 km 
tetrad

1 km

R. J. Ussher, famous Irish ornithologist
Born in Waterford

1841-1913


